
Dear Friend of the Rye Foundation,
It is with heavy hearts that we share the passing of John “Warren” Steen III,  
the beloved president of the Rye Foundation, who unexpectedly yet peacefully 
entered his heavenly home on February 26, 2024. 
Warren was a true “champion of children,” and we take comfort in knowing  
he is with the Lord, reunited with those he loved.
Guided by his faith, love for others, and a heart for service, Warren dedicated  
his life to philanthropy and serving children and families in need. His  
leadership and vision left a lasting impact on the foundation and the many  
lives touched by his work.
Since 2001, Warren led our annual Champions for Children meetings, where 
passionate leaders came together to address the needs of vulnerable children  
across North Carolina. His attention to detail, deep faith, and love for people  
will forever inspire the work we do in directing charitable dollars to many  
amazing ministries blessing the children throughout our state, including: 
•     Christian camps 
• Sports and character development 
• Children with parents in prison 
• Music enrichment 
As we continue his mission, we invite you to honor Warren’s legacy by supporting the Rye Foundation.  
Your donations will help continue the work Warren held so close to his heart—serving children in need.  
If you would like to contribute in memory of Warren, please send your gift to:
     Rye Foundation 
     PO Box 25333 
     Winston-Salem, NC 27114
Your generosity will make a meaningful difference, ensuring that Warren’s passion for helping children lives on. 
We ask that you join us in prayer for Warren’s family: his wife, their children and grandchildren, his mother, and 
sisters. Thank you for your continued support and prayers as we carry on Warren’s mission.

          With gratitude, 
          The Board of Directors, 
          Rye Foundation

BLACK MOUNTAIN  -   Local civic clubs, area churches, 
and the Rye Foundation combined resources to construct 
a playground for a mountain ministry aimed at encouraging 
single mothers and their children.

Swannanoa Valley Christian Ministry operates a food pantry 

At the time of their funding request, a total of 6 mothers and 
19 children lived at the shelter, where they receive spiritual 
training, life skills, and encouragement from community 
volunteers. Leaders delivered an organized proposal to build a 
playground on a sloping hillside.

Kevin Bates, hired in October of 2022 as the organization’s 

statewide event aimed at promoting faith-based children’s 
charities.

“Our team forged several key partnerships to make this 

our local Kiwanis and Rotary clubs, and the Rye Foundation 

innovative ministry. The Rye Foundation is proud to be part of 
this life-changing program in the North Carolina mountains. 

L e a v i n g  a  L e g a c y
Swannanoa Valley Christian Ministry:
Partnership Builds New Playground
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In Loving Memory
All-State Choir Attracts Large Crowds

Lincolnton  -  A delegation from our foundation attended the concert 
at First Baptist Church in Lincolnton. Rye has provided thousands 
of dollars in scholarship support for the teenaged singers. Shown in 
the above photo are: Phil Campbell, Bethany Jennings, Corwin 
Stanley, and Caroline Carpenter.

CELEBRATING $1.2 MILLION IN CHARITABLE GIVING

Bryan Award Reaches $250,000 Commitment:

GREENVILLE  -   Leaders of the Rye Foundation 
recently shared news on two major developments, 
one involving the winner of the Bryan Award and the 

the prestigious statewide Award. 

Warren Steen, the President of the Rye Foundation, 
said the Bryan Award is “ the highest honor given 
by our foundation and includes a charitable grant of 

businessman and philanthropist Ray Bryan, who died 
in 2016 at the age of 84.

A total of seven winners have already been 

commitment is now $250,000.  This year’s winner is 

Life Center.

Sandy Williams, the enthusiastic director of 

their goal is to help children and youth discover 
and develop their God-given talents. The Center 
offers after-school programs, summer camps, and a 
Service Saturday, where participants give back to the 
community in hands-on activities such as painting and 
raking leaves.

Greenville for an informative and meaningful site tour 

uplifting to learn that their mission places an emphasis 

The $25,000 award will be used to:

• Launch a new program for young entrepreneurs.

• 
area businesses.

• Increase technology at the Center.

Previous winners are featured on our website, which 
can be accessed at ryefoundation.org.

Starting Early  -  
daily encouragement from positive role models.
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Rye Foundation Notable News 
From The Past Year

The following stories offer insight into some of the lives touched by the work of the Rye Foundation.  
Your donations allow us to continue Warren’s legacy of touching the lives of children and families  

throughout North Carolina.

$10,000 Gift To Surry Medical Ministries
In December 2023, a gift was presented to Surry Medical Ministries to help them 
expand their services for children. 
Since 1993, this ministry has worked with Surry County citizens in need to provide 
a better quality of life by ensuring families have access to the comprehensive healthcare 
services everyone deserves – regardless of one’s ability to pay.
The Rye Foundation gift allowed up to 200 children to receive care they may other-
wise not have had access to, as well as allowed for the purchase of Bibles in both 
English and Spanish.

All-State Youth Choir Update
Due in part to a Rye Foundation Donation, The 2024 All-State Youth Choir of 
North Carolina toured this past summer in the eastern half of the state during 
the week of July 14th. Under the dynamic leadership of Dr. Aaron Rice, these 
talented students pulled off an amazing feat—preparing breathtaking music in 
just three days! They shared their gift in both ministry and concert, making a 
lasting impact everywhere they went.
Their performances included historic churches, a children’s home, and a 
senior living center, and the choir’s performances uplifted hearts and built 
connections that will be remembered for years to come. This unforgettable 
experience for our high schoolers was filled with new friendships,  
powerful music, and the joy of serving others through song!

Baptist Association Awarded $25,000 
The New South River Baptist Association was named the recipient of this 
year’s Bryan Award by the Rye Foundation. The recognition included a 
$25,000 grant, which the Association is utilizing to expand its ministries  
to children in military families.
The Bryan Award honors the “life and legacy” of Ray Bryan, a Goldsboro 
businessman and philanthropist who died in 2016 at the age of 84.  

He believed that God has a plan for every child, and that every boy and girl needed 
positive role models in the home and in the community.

To Help Continue The Work of Rye Foundation, please send your donation to:
Rye Foundation  •  PO Box 25333, Winston-Salem, NC 27114


